The God of Noah is not the God of Job. Contemplate first the
angry deity who drowned every living thing on earth, exce'pt
one family of each species, in a fit of raging disgust at their wicked-
ness, and then allowed the head of the one human family to
appease him by "the sweet savour" of a heap of burning flesh!
Is he identical with the tolerant, argumentative, academic, urbane
philosophic deity who entertained the devil familiarly and made
a wager with him that he could not drive Job to despair of
divine benevolence? People who cannot see the difference be-
tween these two Gods cannot pass the most elementary test of
intelligence: they cannot distinguish between similars and dis-
similars.
But though Job's god is a great advance on Noah's god, he is
a very bad debater, unless indeed we give him credit for deliber-
ately saving himself from defeat by the old expedient: "No case:
abuse the plaintiff's attorney." Job having raised the problem of
the existence of evil and its incompatibility with omnipotent
benevolence, it is no valid reply to jeer at him for being unable
to create a whale or to play with it as with a bird. And there is a
very suspicious touch of Noah's God in the offer to overlook the
complicity of Job's friends in his doubts in consideration of a
sacrifice of seven bullocks and seven rams. God's attempt at
an argument is only a repetition and elaboration of the sneers
of Elihu, and is so abruptly tacked on to them that one con-
cludes that it must be a pious forgery to conceal the fact that
the original poem left the problem of evil unsolved and Job's
criticism unanswered, as indeed it remained until Creative
Evolution solved it.
When we come to Micah we find him throwing out the dirty
water fearlessly. He will not have Noah's God, nor even Job's
God with his seven bullocks and seven rams. He raises the con-
ception of God to the highest point it has ever attained by his
fiercely contemptuous denunciation of the blood sacrifices, and
his inspired and inspiring demand "What doth the Lord require
of thee but to do justly, and to love mercy, and to walk humbly
with thy God?" Before this victory of the human spirit over crude
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